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By Capt Henrik Gebhardt, HAW PAO
On short notice the SAC launched a humanitarian relief 
mission to the Caribbean, via Eindhoven, to support the 
work in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma. The first run 
was conducted to Curaçao, the designated staging point 
for support to the island of St. Maarten. The SAC C-17 
also completed the first ever evacuation of people using 
the Floor Loading Method performed by a SAC C-17.

On 8 September, the Strategic Airlift Capability (SAC) 
launched an Emergency Response Mission to support the 
humanitarian relief efforts in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Irma, which tore through the Caribbean earlier the same  
week. The mission was conducted on short notice after a 
request from the Netherlands.

Hurricane Irma - SAC Launches Emergency Response 
Mission

The Emergency Response Mission started from Pápa Air 
Base, via Eindhoven in the Netherlands to upload the 
humanitarian relief cargo needed to ease the pressure on 
the people of the severely damaged island of St. Maarten. 

Due to uncertain airport conditions on the island, the first 
run was conducted to Curaçao, which was not damaged 
by the hurricane, but was designated as staging point for 
support to the island of St. Maarten. Later reports stated 
airport conditions at St. Maarten had been cleared, and 
another run was launched directly there.

For the second run the SAC C-17 again took off from 
Eindhoven with approximately 90,000 pounds, or 41 tons, 
of cargo, but this time heading for St. Maarten.

Cargo being uploaded at RNLAF Eindhoven Air Base. Photo: RNLAF / Eindhoven Air Base PAO

St. Maarten, a paradise island in ruins after being hit by Hurricane 
Irma. Photo: HAW Aircrew

Cargo pallets waiting to be uploaded. Photo: RNLAF / Eindhoven Air 
Base PAO
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When arriving to the island the cargo was downloaded 
and 160 passengers were uploaded.

The SAC aircrew expected a fairly chaotic situation at 
the airport and in the airspace around it, but discovered 
the circumstances to be calm and smooth. Everything 
from the provisional Air Traffic Control, to the personnel 
working on the ramp, were orderly organized.

160 Passengers were uploaded in St. Maarten. Photo: HAW Aircrew

The 160 passengers were seated on the floor of the SAC 
C-17 for the evacuation to Curaçao, and strapped in using 
a procedure called floor loading. The procedure uses 
load securing straps to secure the passengers instead of 
seat belts. One big seatbelt is made of the load securing 
straps, which the passengers tuck their legs under. This 
was the first ever evacuation of people using The method 
conducted by a SAC C-17.

According to the aircrew the passengers were very 
grateful to be evacuated. Many had spent the last days 
without roof over their heads, waiting outside the airport 
in unbearable heat. “Still hundreds, maybe a thousand 
remain, and I wish I could have taken more,” the SAC C-17 
Aircraft Commander, Captain Erik De Groot, said.

Humanitarian  relief missions, often on short notice, is 
one of the mission sets that the SAC C-17’s can perform  
in support of the 12 member nations in the SAC program. 
Examples of previous humanitarian relief missions 
performed by the SAC include earthquake relief in Haiti 
2010, and flood relief in Pakistan in 2010.

The passengers were evacuated to Curacao. Photo: HAW Aircrew

Where are you from originally or where did you grow 
up?
I was born in the city of Tromsø in the northern part of 
Norway. I grew up in the town of Bardufoss close to the 
Air Force Base with the same name.
What is your background? 
I started my military career in 1982 in junior officers 
training and worked in the operations room at Bardufoss 
Air Base from 1983 to 1986 when I applied for pilot 
training. After graduating pilot training at Sheppard Air 
Force Base in Texas, I flew F-5s and F-16s until 1996 when 
I converted into Falcon 20s doing Electronic Warfare. My 
last flying assignment was leading the flying screening 
program of future pilots to the Norwegian air force. After 
my last flying job I became the head planner (A-5) for 
139th Air Wing, and my final job before I left Norway was 
as operations officer (A-3) in 139th Air Wing.
Describe what your current job entails? 
My current job is Chief Mission Planning and Execution in 
the HAW. In this job I am part of the team that validates 
and plans every mission that is executed with a SAC 
aircraft. 
How is it working at the Strategic Airlift Capability so 
far?
Working in the HAW has so far been a new adventure for 
me. I have a lot to learn from my colleges before I can 
call myself operational in the job. Compared to my former 
job, this job has less staff related tasks and is more direct 
into the mission. My former job was more in the line of 
giving operational guidelines and to run larger operations 
and exercises when needed. The Air Wing I came from 
have the overall responsibility for all military helicopters 
in Norway. We also had the responsibility for running four 
air bases in addition to all the different sites we have SAR 
helicopters. Working the HAW is quite complicated as 
well, but in a different way.
What are some things you enjoy doing outside of work? 
Outside of work I enjoy spending time with my wife Berit. 
Together we explore Hungary. We have been exploring 
Pápa and its surroundings and so far we feel like we are 
living an adventure. Coming from the north of Norway it 
is nice to still experience temperatures in the twenties. 
In total I must say that I have never felt so welcome 
anywhere as I do here in Pápa.

Photo: HAW / Capt Henrik Gebhardt

SAC Newcomers Profile

Maj Svein Gillebo 



Exercise AURORA 17 - SAC Supports Sweden’s Largest 
Exercise in 20 years

By Capt Henrik Gebhardt, HAW PAO.
In September SAC supported the Swedish Armed Forces 
exercise AURORA 17. One SAC C-17 was deployed to 
Sweden to support with air transports throughout the 
exercise. The main objective for the exercise was to train 
forces to collectively defend Sweden during an attack.

From 12 to 28 September, The SAC supported exercise 
AURORA 17 conducted in Sweden. One SAC C-17 was 
deployed to Sweden for the duration of the exercise to 
support with air transports through all phases of the 
exercise.

AURORA 17 was divided in four phases. In the first phase 
participating units and headquarters prepared their 
command and control capabilities and endurance. 
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All Terrain Vehicle uploaded by a soldier from the Swedish Air Force Air Terminal Platoon. Photo: HAW / Capt Henrik Gebhardt

In the second phase, operational movement by air, sea, 
rail, and road was conducted. Swedish Armed Forces units, 
as well as units from other participating countries were 
moved to the island Gotland and to areas in the vicinity of 
Stockholm, the capital of Sweden. The SAC C-17 with its large 
cargo space was a much needed and appreciated addition in 
that phase. SAC moved troops and equipment from all over 
Sweden, and also from Finland. The convenience of using 
the C-17 was expressed by one officer from the Swedish Air 
Defense Regiment, saying that, “It is a great way to deploy 
our Missile Units by flying them there using our own C-17 
capability.”

Swedish Armed Forces Sub-arctic Ranger Battalion uploads up north 
in Arvidsjaur. Photo: HAW / Capt Henrik Gebhardt

Air Defense Missile system being uploaded in Halmstad, the home of 
the Swedish Armed Forces Air Defense Regiment. Photo: HAW / Capt 
Henrik Gebhardt
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The third phase consisted of a joint coastal defense 
operation, where participating forces trained their joint 
ability to counter an attack against the Swedish coast.

The fourth phase, the closing event of AURORA 17, was 
the redeployment of troops to their home stations. In that 
phase the SAC C-17, again was highly appreciated. 

The main objective of AURORA 17 was to train the units 
of the Swedish Armed Forces to collectively face a possible 
armed attack against Sweden.

All Swedish Armed Forces units were affected by and 
involved in the exercise. The main geographical areas of 
interest was Gothenburg, Stockholm and Gotland.

More than 19,000 men and women of the Swedish Armed 
Forces and other Swedish authorities participated. In 
addition, roughly 1,500 soldiers from Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Lithuania, Latvia, Norway and the USA, 
were also involved in Sweden’s largest exercise in twenty 
years.

Finnish soldiers were deployed to Gotland. Photo: HAW / Capt Henrik 
Gebhardt

By 2Lt Andor Gyeginszky, HDF PAB PAO
Seven, newly commissioned officers started their military 
career this year in Pápa. After their commissioning 
ceremony on 20 August assumed their positions and 
became acquainted with their colleagues.

On 12 September the lieutenants received a unique 
possibility to get known their new home, Pápa. Dr. Tamás 
Áldozó the mayor of Pápa invited the young officers to 
Esterházy Palace to discuss the past, the present and the 
future of the town.

The seven lieutenants spent four years as cadets at the 
National Public Service University and now will use their 
theoretical knowledge in everyday practice. “I think 
it’s very important to introduce the town to our newly 
commissioned officers.  All of them were born in different 
parts of Hungary and after years of learning and training 
they have finally arrived here,” Colonel László Gangler, 
Commander of Pápa Air Base, said, continuing.  “I want 
them to be as good as possible and I know it’s very 
important for them to feel at home in Pápa. This occasion 
could be the first step for them to become real Pápa 
citizens.”

During the day the officers visited the exhibitions of the 
Esterházy Palace, took a walk at the Main Square and 
even visited the Egyptian mummy at the Collections of the 
Reformed Church. “I think it was a good and interesting 
day for all of us. I was very happy to meet the new officers 
of Pápa Air Base and I happily talked to them about our 
beloved town. I was very curious about their opinion of 
Pápa. I know they have a bright and successful future 
ahead and I hope they will find their home here.” said Dr. 
Tamás Áldozó.

The seven new officers will work as Air Traffic Controllers, 
Helicopter Maintainers, and as Logisticians. 

CLO Says
Unknown caller ID
Please be aware if you call any of the CLO numbers (be it 
one of the CLOs directly or the on-call number) from an 
unknown caller ID, we will not be able to call you back. 
Please make sure you always set your caller ID to visible 
when calling us to ensure we are able to return your call in 
the event we cannot pick up. 
Well-child certificates
If you have children at the Hungarian nursery or 
kindergarten, please note that should they fall ill, they are 
only allowed to return after having obtained a well-child 
certificate from a pediatrician. Please contact the medical 
CLO (beata.bota@nspa.nato.int, +36304800408) to get an 
appointment for the check-up. 

The Mayor of Pápa met 
the new officers of PAB

Photo: PAB / 2Lt Andor Gyeginszky



Mission Profile - Heavy Airlift Wing Combat Security
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  HAWCS, always prepared to deal with any possible threat to HAW aircrews or the SAC C-17. Photo: HAW / Lt Hans Björkman

By SSgt Mary A. Andom, HAW
They often work in precarious situations in airfields 
where the security or threat is unknown. They scrutinize 
the airfield examining the perimeter, security cameras 
and fencing. If personnel or the mission is in danger, 
they are prepared to react at a moment’s notice. The 
Heavy Airlift Wing Combat Security (HAWCS) at Papa 
Air Base, Hungary is an elite team of seven personnel 
from the United States, Sweden and Norway with law-
enforcement, infantry and ranger experience.

Modeled from the United States Air Force Phoenix Raven 
program, the HAWCS mission is to prevent unauthorized 
personnel from entering the C-17 and providing security 
to HAW aircrews in hostile areas. They fly missions in 
Southwest Asia, Northern Africa and Europe. 

Personnel are selectively-manned to attend the mentally 
and physically grueling three week Raven course at the 
United States Air Force Expeditionary Center at Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. Candidates receive 
12-hour daily courses on cross-cultural awareness, legal 
considerations, embassy operations, airfield survey 
techniques, explosive ordnance awareness, aircraft 
searches, and unarmed self-defense techniques. 

MSgt Gregory Nickels, HAWCS Raven Program Manager, 
said it is vital to prevent confrontations from escalating to 
physical force. Not only do the HAWCs constantly train in 
physical combative skills such as boxing and firing,

but they also focus on communication techniques such as 
verbal Judo to talk down the aggressor.  

Ravens provide first-hand on the ground intelligence and 
work closely with Intel office to ensure they have the most 
up-to date information in a hostile or unknown area. They 
not only provide immediate safety but force protection. 
“If we are staying at a particular hotel, we plan the route, 
scrutinize the security by looking at the fencing, lighting, 
defensives, towers and security cameras,” Nickels said. “If 
a mortar attack occurs, The team records The time and 
occurrence to notify The crew when it is safe to fly.”

Recently, four Raven personnel completed a humanitarian 
mission in Curaçao and St. Maarten to assist in the delivery 
of food and supplies to hurricane evacuees. 

“We assisted in evacuating 159 distressed people from St. 
Maarten to Curacao. We were responsible for ensuring 
the safety of the flight, crew and protect the cockpit,” 
MSgt Nickels said. 

MSgt Nickels said life as a Raven can be an exciting, intense 
job. “We are athletic and competitive. Some of us are gun 
enthusiasts or compete in the mixed martial arts,” Nickels 
said.  “It can be fun to play with guns all day, especially 
weapons we usually don’t get to work with.”



Joint Family Day - Making the Community and 
Cooperation Stronger and more Efficient
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HDF Helicopter takes-off for an aerial display.  Photo: PAB / 2Lt Andor Gyeginszky

By 2Lt Andor Gyeginszky, HDF PAB PAO
On September 16th the annual Joint SAC/Boeing/PAB 
Family day was arranged at the base with 1,600 people 
visiting.

This year, Pápa Air Base had the main responsibility for 
the organization, but it was as always a joint venture with 
SAC and Boeing. This was the third joint family day and 
more than 1,600 visitors showed up.
“We work a lot away from our family,” said Colonel 
László Gangler, Commander of Pápa Air Base. “But in the 
background the family is always there, that’s why this day 
is so important to us.”

The organizers did a great job, everyone could find 
something interesting. While performers were dancing 
and singing on stage a lot of dynamic and static displays 
were going on. Archers, horsemen, dogs, and paratroopers 
demonstrated their unique capabilities.  

“This beautiful day is a result of an excellent cooperation 
between our organizations. It was very good to stop for 
a moment and take time for some fun together. I think 
everyone had a great time and I’m sure that events like 
this can make our community stronger and make our work 
and cooperation more efficient”, said Colonel Gangler.

HDF Paratrooper lands with the PAB flag. Photo: PAB / 2Lt Andor 
Gyeginszky

It is always exciting to try out the gear that the firefighters use. 
Photo: PAB / 2Lt Andor Gyeginszky



SAC Calendar - October / November 2017
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
16 OCT 17 OCT 18 OCT 19 OCT 20 OCT 21 OCT 22 OCT

SAC - Dry Run Boards 
(PAB)

PAB Staff All Call - 
HUN Revolution an 
Freedom Fight of 
1956

23 OCT 24 OCT 25 OCT 26 OCT 27 OCT 28 OCT 29 OCT
NAM - Day Off ROU - Armed Forces 

Day
HAW - Holiday
Pápa Town - Wreath 
Laying HUN 
Revolution and 
Freedom Fight of 
1956
HUN - Revolution 
and Freedom Fight 
of 1956

30 OCT 31 OCT 01 NOV 02 NOV 03 NOV 04 NOV 05 NOV
PAB - 
Commemoration All 
Souls Day

HAW - Holiday All 
Saints Day

NAM - Day Off

06 NOV 07 NOV 08 NOV 09 NOV 10 NOV 11 NOV 12 NOV
HAW - Training Week POL - National Day

PAB - School Visitors 
Day

Pápa Town - St. Márton Day Festival


