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By Capt Henrik Gebhardt, HAW PAO.
The Swedish Air Force annual Airshow was arranged 
in Northern Sweden on 26 August. Over 30,000 vistors 
attended the event, many of them visited the SAC C-17.

Every year, the Swedish Air Force arranges an annual 
Airshow, known as the Swedish Air Force Airshow. It 
alternates between the Air Force bases in Sweden. This 
year it was arranged by the F 21 Wing in Norrbotten, the 
most northerly located base in Sweden. 

The Airshow in itself has two objectives. To increase 
public awareness and knowledge about the Air Force as 
an integrated part of the Armed Forces, and to support 
recruiting to the Armed Forces in general, and to the Air 
Force in particular.

Swedish Air Force Annual Airshow - Huge Interest in the 
SAC C-17

According to the organizing team from the F 21 Wing, 
the Airshow was visited by over 30,000 spectators and 
many of them showed interest in the SAC C-17. The static 
display team from the HAW had their hands full answering 
questions from curious Swedes all day.

Unfortunately, the weather was not on the organizing 
teams side. The day began with +7 degrees celsius, 
light rain and 14 m/s wind gusts. Despite the weather 
conditions the HAW static team was met by smiling faces 
that wanted to know more about the C-17 and the SAC 
12-nation cooperation.

One of the conclusions of the day was that despite the 
weather, the interest in the C-17 and the SAC program 
was huge.

The queues were long to visit the SAC C-17 in Luleå. Photo: HAW / Capt Henrik Gebhardt

SAC03 on Apron 8 at F 21 Wing in Luleå . Photo: HAW / Capt Henrik 
Gebhardt 

The SAC C-17 had a lot of visitors all day long. Photo: HAW / Capt 
Henrik Gebhardt



First Local Hire Maintenance Recovery Team at Boeing

By Mrs. Andersson-Bálint Zenkő
The aircrew operating SAC02 encoutered an unexpected 
problem during a mission in the middle of last June. The 
aircraft was grounded in Bulgaria when the the pre-flight 
check failed after multiple attempts. The flying crew 
chief contacted Pápa Air Base and Boeing Maintenance 
Operation Center (MOC) to report the failed inspection 
and to request technical assistance.

Boeing MOC and the maintenance coordinators discussed 
the issue with the flying crew chief and it was decided 
a Maintenance Recovery Team, MRT, had to be sent to 
Bulgaria to put the aircraft back in service.

The Boeing management team and the coordinators 
looked through the manning chart to determine which 
employee or employees were qualified and  experienced 
for the recovery. 

László Tóth Jr., János Fodor and Csaba Hegedűs were the 
ones selected to fly to Bulgaria to troubleshoot and repair 
the aircraft. It turned out that SAC02 needed an IFCM 
(Integrated Flight Control Module) change.

How did you get the notification, that you need to go?
János Fodor: “I was working on second shift and the 
coordinator, Robert Saucedo asked me if I could go and 
who would I want to take with me. I picked Csaba. Then 
László said he would like to go as well, and we decided we 
would need all together three people. 
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László Tóth Jr on top of SAC02 in Bulgaria. Photo: Boeing

We got approval from management, so we started the 
preparation.”

What preparation did you need?
“We all went to Boeing Supply to put all tools and parts 
together. Our colleague packed everything and sent it off, so 
it could get there before we arrive, so we can start working 
on the jet straight away.
After this we booked the airplane tickets, went home to 
pack and were off to the airport early next morning.”

How long did it take to fix the problem and how was it 
working in there?
“The work was a whole day, from the morning until 2200. 
Then we stayed until the airplane left.
It was a very good feeling to get a chance to be able to go 
there as the first local team alone fixing the problem. I felt 
proud that we could show what are we capable of.”

How did you decide that you volunteer to go?
László Tóth Jr: “I volunteered when I heard that János and 
Csaba were going. This was my very first MRT. I had a very 
good time and we worked so well together. All three of us 
worked on second shift for years. We know each other, so I 
knew we would manage very well and we did. I was proud 
to be a part of the team and fix the problem quickly, so the 
jet could continue the mission.”



Mission Profile - SAC Security Office
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Ms. Zsuzsanna Beller helping out a customer, while in the background, Mr. Wlodzimierz König (left) and Mr. Mátyás Pataki discuss Security busi-
ness.  Photo: HAW / Capt Henrik Gebhardt

By Capt Henrik Gebhardt, HAW PAO
Dealing with several different aspects of security, and 
coordinating thousands of visitors yearly, the SAC Security 
Office is operating in a very complex environment. They 
encourage the SAC Community to be vigilant on and off 
duty.

The mission of the SAC Security Office (SAC SO) is to 
document, implement, maintain and continually improve 
security in order to ensure organization security posture 
in accordance with the current NATO Security policies and 
regulations.

They deal with many aspects of security, such as 
Personnel Security, Physical Security, Communication 
Information System (CIS) Security, Security of Information 
and Industrial Security. Additionally in coordination with 
Pápa Air Base, the SAC Security Office is responsible for 
monitoring Alert States status and Access Control in SAC 
Program facilities.

More than 2000 visitors arrive to Pápa Air Base each year, 
whish are coordinated through the Security office and 
Pápa Air Base, Base Ops. The Security Office also arranges 
International Visit Request forms for SAC personnel.

The SAC Security Office operates a very complex security 
system, which is connected to high numbers of access 
points and security cameras, 

Intrusion Detection Systems (IDS), centrally managed 
key storage and tracking systems. They have a combined 
security system with the Air Base, monitored by both Air 
Base Guards and SAC Security Office

The SAC Security Office was established in 2008, by Mr. 
Andrzej Fularczyk, a Security Officer who structured the 
Security Concept. In 2012, Ms. Zsuzsanna Beller joined 
the Security Office to provide administrative support to 
the Security Officer. Due to the increasing number of the 
different CIS’s, it was essential to establish a new position 
responsible for supervising the secure operation and 
accreditation of the IT systems. In 2013, Mr. Mátyás Pataki 
became the new member of the team as CIS Security 
Officer. In the summer of 2017, a significant change 
occurred in the office management, as Mr. Andrzej 
Fularczyk retired and was succeeded by the new SAC 
Security Officer, Mr. Wlodzimierz König.

The SAC Security Office is an integral part of the NSPA 
Safety & Security Office located in Capellen, Luxemburg 
for all NATO security matters of the NAM PO at Pápa Air 
Base. The main challenge for the SAC Security Office is to 
be responsible for security aspects for two organizations 
at the same time, the NAM PO and the HAW. Despite  
the workload, the SAC Security Office works tirelessly 
to diminsh the biggest threat to security, the lack of 
conviction that a threat exists. 



SAC Booster Club launches “Back to School” Drive

5

The SAC Community contributed with much needed school supplies to a local Orphanage and Safe House. Photo: HAW / MSgt David Pimentel

The goal of the annual drive was to collect pencils, rulers, 
crayons, notebooks and fill a backpack for each child. The 
local SAC community contributed 500 dollars’ worth of 
supplies as well as clothes and shoes.

“The children can now enter the school year confident, with 
a higher self-esteem and ready to learn,” Pimentel said. 

MSgt Pimentel said the Booster Club has been instrumental 
in helping to fund projects, along with other support 
agencies in the SAC community. Funds have been donated 
by hosting recent events such as the Trivia Night. 

MSgt Pimentel and TSgt Shaw are planning future projects 
and anticipate having four fundraisers a year to support 
the local orphanage and safe house. A community center 
will serve as a hangout place for all youth and the finishing 
touches are being made on constructing floors and walls.  
An angel tree will also be available during the annual 
Christmas party to bring holiday cheer to the children. 

“I enjoy helping out the kids. It puts us a good light with the 
local community, however we don’t just do it for the glory,” 
Pimentel said.

By SSgt Mary A. Andom, HAW.
In August, the SAC Booster Club launched a campaign 
to collect much needed school supplies for a local 
Orphanage and Safe House. The SAC Community manage 
to contribute with 500 dollars’ worth of supplies, clothes 
and shoes.

When TSgt Christopher Shaw visited a local safe house in 
Papa he knew he had to do something.

“Some of the children don’t have sheets on their beds. 
They get what they need to survive; a square meal, bed, 
and roof over their head,” he said. 

There are currently three safe houses in Papa with 30 youth 
from the ages of 6-18. Some of the children are removed 
from unstable living situations by the government, while 
others voluntarily come to the safe house looking for 
refuge. 

“It makes you want to do more,” Shaw said. “If I can take 
two hours out of my day to show them we care about them, 
it is worth it.”

Along with MSgt David Pimentel, TSgt Jeri Catus and Mrs. 
Zeni Andersson, they decided to organize a back to school 
drive to help ease the transition to a new school year. 



SAC Calendar - September / October 2017
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
18 SEP 19 SEP 20 SEP 21 SEP 22 SEP 23 SEP 24 SEP

BGR -Independence 
Day

PAB - MiG 21 
Memorial 
Inauguration

25 SEP 26 SEP 27 SEP 28 SEP 29 SEP 30 SEP 01 OCT
SAC - Committee Meetings (Bucharest, Romania)

02 OCT 03 OCT 04 OCT 05 OCT 06 OCT 07 OCT 08 OCT

SAC - Newcomers 
Orientation

Pápa Town - Wreath 
Laying National 
Memorial Day

HUN - Day of the 13 
Martyrs of Arad

09 OCT 10 OCT 11 OCT 12 OCT 13 OCT 14 OCT 15 OCT


